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To  His  Excellency,  John  K.  Tener,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir:  We  herewith  respectfully  submit  to  you  our  report  of  work 
done  through  and  under  our  direction  during  the  year  intervening 
between  December  1st,  1913,  and  December  1st,  1914,  with  recom- 
mendations, and  that  you  may  the  more  thoroughly  understand  the 
situation,  we  report  in  detail  as  follows: 

From  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather  through  the  various  re- 
ports made  to  us  during  the  past  year  by  our  Secretary,  together 
with  reports  that  have  come  to  us  from  private  sources,  and  from 
what  we  have  learned  by  our  own  personal  observation,  we  believe 
game  and  beneficial  wild  birds  have  been  as  well  protected  in  Penn 
sylvania  as  in  any  State  in  this  Union.  This  in  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  our  force  of  game  protectors  is  not  in  numbers  sufficient  to  do 
the  w oik  expected  of  us,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  money  at  our 
command  is  far  short  of  being  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  we 
are  required  to  meet,  considering  the  improved  firearms  in  use  to-day, 
expert  marksmanship,  advanced  methods  of  travel  through  the  use  of 
automobiles,  etc.,  destruction  to  wild  life  wrought  by  the  elements, 
disease,  starvation,  vermin,  and  forest  fires,  the  only  wonder  is  that 
we  have  game  or  wild  birds  at  all. 

We  believe  that  the  quantity  of  game  taken  by  sportsmen  is  small 
indeed  as  compared  with  that  destroyed  by  other  causes,  and  feel 
that  it  is  imperative  that  our  laws  should  be  altered  in  several  par- 
ticulars if  various  species  of  our  game  birds  and  animals  are  to  be 
preserved  from  extinction,  the  changes  in  the  Game  Laws  being 
preliminary  and  incidental  to  other  work  necessary  in  this  direction. 

NUMBER  OF  SPORTSMEN  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

During  the  season  of  1913  there  were  305,028  Resident  Hunters’ 
Licenses  issued  in  this  State;  during  the  season  of  1914  from  reports 
at  hand  there  were  fully  as  many  licenses  issued.  When  we  consider 
that  the  land  owner,  with  his  tenants  and  their  families,  may  hunt 
under  the  provisions  of  law  without  paying  this  license,  and  add 
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to  this  those  who  hunt  in  violation  of  law,  we  are  led  to  believe  that 
fully  100,000  more  men  hunted  in  this  State  during  each  of  these 
seasons  than  were  licensed,  making  altogether  an  army  of  more  than 
400,000  men,  who  for  a certain  period  and  for  good  reason  are  per- 
mitted to  destroy  game  that  in  the  aggregate  amounts  to  millions 
of  pieces  and  thousands  of  tons  in  weight;  when  we  consider  that  the 
taking  of  all  this  life  by  sportsmen  is  but  a limited  amount  as  com- 
pared with  the  total  each  year,  the  necessity  for  drastic  reforms 
can  be  readily  understood. 

SHORTENING  OF  OPEN  SEASONS. 

We  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  for  shortening  of  our  game 
season,  and  a reduction  of  the  number  of  each  species  that  may  be 
taken  each  season  by  the  individual  hunter  in  this  State.  We 
believe  our  seasons  for  small  game  should  be  made  as  uniform  as 
possible. 


LARGE  AND  SMALL  GAME  SEASONS. 

We  believe  our  seasons  for  large  and  small  game  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  separated,  considering  as  paramount  the  danger  to 
human  life  through  the  use  of  high  power  rifles  in  territory  occupied 
by  many  hunters. 


BOUNTIES. 

We  believe  that  each  of  our  predatory  wild  creatures  usually 
classed  as  vermin  destroys  more  game  of  various  descriptions  than 
is  destroyed  by  any  one  man,  and  hold  that  if  our  wild  life  is  to 
be  preserved,  it  is  necessary  to  curb  absolutely  the  depredations  of 
predatory  creatures  as  well  as  men  and  to  that  end  heartily  endorse 
the  expenditure  of  moneys  in  the  shape  of  bounties  or  rewards  in 
amount  sufficient  to  induce  men  to  hunt  for  and  destroy  such  vermin 
as  may  be  found  in  their  neighborhood.  We  believe  the  fund  cre- 
ated through  the  Resident  Hunters’  License  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  bounties  should  be  carefully  guarded  so  that  it  may  be 
made  to  do  the  greatest  possible  good,  and  endorse  the  idea  sug- 
gested by  our  Secretary  through  which  paid  Game  Protectors  shall 
be  authorized  to  issue  all  certificates  for  bounties,  as  the  most  feasi- 
ble and  inexpensive,  presented  for  our  consideration.  Through  this 
method  fraud  and  deception  will  be  practically  eliminated,  and 
every  dollar  of  this  fund  will  go  to  the  encouragement  of  those  destroy- 
ing vermin.  Give  us  the  force  needed  and  we  will  surely  show  re- 
sults. 
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FEEDING  OF  WILD  CREATURES. 

We  call  especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  a great  part  of  this  State 
is  now  covered  with  ice  and  snow  and  our  wild  life  is  already  facing 
a condition  from  a lack  of  food  supply  that  must  increase  as  the 
winter  progresses,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  an  appropria- 
tion bill  be  immediately  passed  placing  at  least  $25,000.00  in  our 
hands  through  which  our  birds  and  other  game  can  be  fed,  and 
through  which  addtional  game  can  be  secured.  The  first  and  most 
vital  question  to  our  minds  is  to  care  for  the  game  we  now  possess, 
and  after  this  restock  covers  from  which  game  has  been  exterminated, 
in  this  way  bringing  game  as  near  to  the  home  of  the  one  who  pays 
the  bills  as  possible. 

We  believe  that  public  opinion  is  surely  drifting  toward  additional 
protection  to  our  wild  life  and  the  conservation  of  our  natural  re- 
sources in  general,  and  feel  that  this  idea  should  be  encouraged  in 
every  way  consistent  with  the  thought ; that  for  various  reasons 
hunting  is  a national  necessity;  that  sportsmen  are  the  true  and 
almost  exclusive  protectors  of  our  game  and  wild  birds,  and  that 
therefore  game  should  be  protected  that  it  may  increase  to  be  taken 
by  sportsmen  rather  than  to  be  looked  at  or  photographed,  or  pre- 
served for  any  sentimental  reason. 


GAME  SANCTUARIES. 

We  feel  that  the  method  of  increasing  our  wild  life  through  the 
creation  of  preserves  or  sanctuaries  is  the  most  economical  and  best 
manner  through  which  this  can  be  accomplished,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend an  increased  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  creating  addi- 
tional sanctuaries  of  this  character. 

We  also  endorse  the  idea  of  permitting  the  Game  Commission  also 
to  locate  these  sanctuaries  upon  leased  lands  in  sections  of  the 
State  where  the  Forestry  Commission  is  not  at  this  time  and  can 
never  be  possessed  of  lands.  Data  at  our  command  indicate  that 
what  are  known  as  game  farms  are  not  making  the  return  hoped  for 
or  expected  and  that  the  cost  of  their  creation  and  maintenance 
exceeds  many  times  the  cost  of  our  sanctuaries,  each  one  of  which  is 
making  a satisfactory  return  in  increasing  the  numbers  of  native 
birds  and  mammals. 

We  feel  that  the  Act  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  extending  to 
citizens  of  counties  the  right  under  certain  restrictions  to  have  their 
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territory  closed  to  tlie  hunting  of  deer  and  elk  for  a term  of  years 
is  a step  in  the  right  direction.  Some  nine  counties  of  the  State, 
Cambria,  Somerset,  Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Warren,  Forest,  Clarion, 
Jefferson,  and  Chester  have  already  taken  advantage  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  and  have  been,  to  a limited  extent,  stocked  with  deer. 
Other  counties  are  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  this  law,  but  are  pre- 
vented from  so  doing  because  the  law  as  it  now  stands  limits  the 
territory  that  may  be  closed  to  four  counties  in  one  contiguous  block. 
We  can  see  no  good  reason  for  this  restriction  and  feel  that  this 
Act  should  be  amended  so  as  to  permit  any  county  in  the  Common- 
wealth, no  difference  where  located,  to  be  closed  to  not  only  the  killing 
of  deer  and  elk,  but  also  to  wild  turkeys,  and  grouse,  and  any  other 
game  that  the  people  may  see  lit  to  have  protected.  If  this  is  done, 
many  counties  wherein  game  of  these  several  kinds  have  been  exter- 
minated will  be  returned  to  former  conditions.  The  residents  of  these 
localities  will  find  game  near  at  home  and  will  not  be  compelled  to 
travel  long  distances  in  search  of  game  or  to  go  into  territory  that  is 
already  seriously  over-crowded  by  hunters. 

There  is  no  good  reason  why  the  State  or  individuals  should  be 
expected  to  buy  game  of  any  kind,  at  excessive  prices,  to  place  in  any 
county,  and  have  the  same  killed  the  first  year  of  its  introduc- 
tion. 


SPORTSMEN  PAYING  THE  COST  OF  GAME  AND  WILD  BIRD 

PROTECTION. 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  through  or  because  of  the 
Resident  Hunters’  License  Act  a fund  has  been  created  through 
which  not  only  our  game  birds  and  animals  may  be  given  adequate 
protection,  but  that  will  also  give  the  same  protection  to  our  wild 
birds  other  than  game  birds,  whose  lifework  makes  possible  a return 
for  labor  to  the  farmer;  that  provides  a fund  from  which  bounties 
for  the  killing  of  predatory  creatures  may  be  paid,  without  the  ex- 
penditure of  one  cent  by  the  State,  or  the  payment  of  a farthing  by 
the  farmers  of  this  State,  the  very  ones  who  derive  the  most  return 
from  the  lifework  of  birds,  and  we  heartily  endorse  the  thought  of 
sportsmen,  with  whom  the  idea  of  this  Resident  Hunters’  License 
Bill  originated,  that  not  one  cent  of  this  money  should  be  applied 
to  any  purpose  other  than  the  purposes  named  in  the  Resident  Hunt- 
ers’ License  Act. 

We  extend  to  your  Excellency  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindly 
and  generous  treatment  given  to  us  in  our  work  during  the  Adminis- 
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tration  just  about  to  end,  and  hope  our  pleasant  associations  may 
continue  through  coming  years. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

President. 

PANNING  HARVEY, 
WILLIAM  B.  McCALEB, 
JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS, 

JOHN  S.  SPEER, 

ARTHUR  CHAPMAN. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1st,  1914. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  In  making  this  my  Annual  Report  to  you  for  1914, 

1 desire  to  give  you  an  understanding  of  game  conditions  as  they 
have  been  reported  to  me,  also  to  place  before  you  for  consideration 
data  that  I have  collected  relating  to  the  thought  of  those  interested 
in  game  increase  in  this  State,  considering  the  best  methods  through 
which  the  fund  collected  through  the  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses 
may  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  sportsmen,  and  the  necessity  for 
altering  some  of  our  laws. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  communications  written  aud  otherwise  con- 
cerning the  best  methods  through  which  game  can  be  increased,  the 
feasibility  of  game  farms  and  the  advisability  of  establishing  such 
a farm  in  this  Commonwealth.  Because  of  State  Laws  forbidding 
the  shipment  of  game,  either  living  or  dead,  out  of  almost  every 
State  in  this  Union,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  game  birds  such 
as  quail  and  wild  turkeys  by  purchase  in  even  limited  numbers  for 
propagating  purposes,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  secure  such 
game  birds  in  the  numbers  necessary  to  restock  the  depleted  covers 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  a manner  asked  for  by  sportsmen,  who  con- 
tribute their  dollar  to  the  use  of  the  Game  Commission  through  the 
Resident  Hunters’  License  Act. 

From  data  collected  personally  and  otherwise,  I am  convinced 
that  the  great  majority  of  those  securing  a Resident  Hunters’  Li- 
cense in  Pennsylvania  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  lend  their  further 
support  to  this  measure  when  they  are  shown  that  this  Act  is  really 
intended  to  benefit  sportsmen,  and  that  those  entrusted  with  the 
distribution  of  the  moneys  so  collected  are  at  least  trying  to  use  this 
fund  to  that  end,  and  a still  greater  number  of  these  men  will  be 
more  than  satisfied  when  they  see  that  the  quantity  of  game  in 
this  Commonwealth  has  actually  increased  and  that  hunting  con- 
ditions have  been  improved  in  the  State.  I have,  therefore,  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  gathering  of  statistics  that  may  be  of  help 
to  you  in  this  work. 

Starting  with  the  undisputed  fact  that  quail,  for  instance,  were  i 
quite  plentiful  last  fall  in  various  sections  of  this  Commonwealth 
and  that  we  have  passed  through  a most  severe  winter,  accompanied 
by  deep  snows,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  many  of  these  birds 
through  starvation,  smothering,  etc.,  it  is  evident  that  birds  of  this 
character,  strictly  ground  feeders,  may  be  annually  called  upon  to 
meet  just  such  conditions  as  they  met  last  year,  and  that  without  the 
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help  of  men  through  hard  winters  by  artificial  care  and  feeding, 
two  or  three  such  winters  in  succession  will  surely  exterminate  birds 
of  this  disposition.  Turkeys,  much  stronger  birds  than  quail,  and 
able  because  of  that  superior  strength,  to  scratch  through  ordinary 
snows  to  the  ground,  upon  which  they  find  a partial  food  supply 
in  the  shape  of  chestnuts,  acorns,  dried  berries,  winter  green  berries, 
and  wintergreen  leaves,  etc.,  have  through  a limited  amount  of  help, 
such  as  corn  and  other  grains  placed  by  sportsmen,  succeeded  in 
wintering  fairly  well;  while  the  ruffed  grouse,  possessing  the  ability 
to  feed  upon  buds  found  in  the  tree  tops  when  the  food  supply  on 
the  ground  is  covered  with  ice  and  snow,  have  come  through  the  past 
winter  in  splendid  form,  being  reported  plentiful  in  those  sections 
of  the  State  where  suitable  cover  and  food  can  be  found,  thus  demon- 
strating again  that  because  of  these  traits  the  ruffed  grouse  is  the 
most  hardy  of  our  native  game  birds,  that  the  wild  tui  key  is  next, 
and  that  the  survival  of  quail  because  of  their  disposition  to  feed 
strictly  upon  the  ground  is,  to  say  the  least,  quite  problematical,  and 
as  it  is  with  quail,  so  it  is  with  all  ground  feeding  birds,  including 
English  and  Chinese  King-Neck  Pheasants  and  Hungarian  Quail. 
We  all  understand  that  wild  turkeys  and  grouse  are  birds!  of  the 
woods,  while  quail  are  -found  mostly  in  the  open,  and  thrive  better 
upon  cultivated  lands  than  elsewhere.  We  understand  that  because 
of  these  traits,  conditions  suitable  to  raising  grouse  or  wild  turkeys 
are  not  adapted  to  the  raising  of  quail,  and  vice  versa.  We  all  under- 
stand that  it  is  perfectly  natural  for  the  one  who  delights  in  quail 
hunting  to  feel  that  the  dollar  he  paid  for  the  Resident  Hunters’ 
License  shall  be,  as  far  as  possible,  applied  to  the  production  of 
quail.  He  does  not  care  to  hunt  for  grouse,  or  turkeys,  or  deer,  and 
will  secure  no  more  pleasure  or  benefit  through  the  increase  of  either 
or  all  of  these  creatures  than  he  would  secure  through  the  expenditure 
of  his  money  for  good  roads  or  fish  or  for  any  other  purpose  outside 
of  quail  increase.  He  demands  quail,  and  the  rabbit  hunter  asks  for 
rabbits.  You,  therefore,  have  for  your  consideration  the  proposi- 
tion of  providing  game,  first  to  supply  as  far  as  possible  a variety 
of  game  suitable  to  the  various  sections  of  the  State,  and  second,  to 
supply  as  far  as  possible  a variety  of  game  demanded  by  sports- 
men. To  aid  you  in  this  work  I have  collected  data. 

WILD  TURKEYS. 

I find  that  wild  turkeys,  because  of  help  given  them  through  the 
distribution  of  food  by  this  office  and  by  sportsmen,  have  wintered 
fairly  well,  and  I believe  that  notwithstanding  the  losses  from  starva- 
tion, cold  and  vermin,  we  have  a greater  supply  of  wild  turkeys  at 
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this  time  by  far  than  there  would  have  been  had  there  been  an 
open  season  for  these  birds.  During  the  past  winter  we  frequently  re- 
ceived letters  complaining  of  the  closed  season  for  turkeys  and  stat- 
ing that  as  there  was  no  open  season  for  turkeys  at  this  time  that 
the  writers  of  the  letters  had  lost  interest  in  caring  for  and  feeding- 
turkeys,  which  they  felt  sure  must  suffer  because  of  this  lost  friend- 
ship, these  men  overlooking-  the  fact  that  had  there  been  an  open 
season  there  would  have  been  less  turkeys  to  winter  over,  and  the 
fact  that  starvation  and  cold  would  have  taken  and  did  take  their 
proportionate  percentage  of  the  few  birds  remaining.  They  appar- 
ently overlooked  the  fact  that  because  of  this  closed  season  many 
men  fed  birds  during  Ihe  past  winter  that  they  would  not  have  fed 
under  former  conditions  when  they  felt  that  they  were  simply  feed- 
ing birds  for  some  other  hunter  to  kill. 

Turkeys  can  be  raised  in  semi-captivity  upon  the  Game  Preserves 
now  under  control,  and  may  be  trapped  in  the  winter  for  distri- 
bution to  various  sections  of  the  State.  We  raised  about  sixty  (60) 
turkeys  on  the  Perry  County  Preserve  last  year  and  a number  of 
these  birds  retreated  into  the  woods  where  they  could  not  be  cap- 
tured. Of  the  remainder  we  sent  some  to  Franklin  County,  some  to 
Northampton  County,  some  to  Lehigh  County  and  some  were  taken  to 
Clinton  County  where  we  released  same  in  sections  that  we  thought 
adapted  to  these  birds.  We  retained  a fair  number  of  these  turkeys, 
10  or  more,  on  the  Perry  County  Preserve,  where  every  hen  thus 
retained  laid  her  quota  of  eggs  and  hatched  a nice  brood.  In  Clinton 
County  wild  cats  killed  two  of  the  hens  and  destroyed  their  nests. 
Quite  a number  of  wild  turkeys  were  raised  on  the  Ligonier  Pre- 
serve. None  were  distributed  from  that  point. 

QUAIL. 

I find  that  quail  have  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  certain 
sections  of  the  State.  In  other  sections  of  the  State,  through  the  care 
given  them  by  this  office  and  sportsmen  many  birds  were  saved,  but 
not  enough  to  supply  good  shooting  during  the  season  just  past. 
This  fact,  together  with  the  before-mentioned  condition  that  neither 
quail  nor  turkeys  can  be  secured  from  other  States  as  in  former  years, 
brings  the  question  fairly  to  us  as  to  what  methods  we  may  adopt 
within  this  State  to  preserve  and  increase  our  quail  and  wild 
turkeys. 

Regarding  the  possibility  of  raising  quail  in  captivity  I would 
say,  T have  my  very  serious  doubts.  Regarding  their  production  in 
semi-captivity,  I would  say,  during  the  fall  of  1913  I visited  the 
Game  Preserve  of  the  American  Game  Protective  and  Propagation 
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Association,  located  on  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts,  and  there  saw 
about  one  hundred  (100)  quail  that  had  undoubtedly  been  raised  in 
semi-captivity.  These  birds  had  been  hatched  under  bantam  hens; 
they  had  been  reared  by  these  hens  and  the  keeper.  The  eggs  used 
were  produced  by  quail  held  in  captivity  in  which  state  these  birds 
appeared  to  be  capable  of  producing  three  or  more  times  the  number 
of  eggs  that  would  be  laid  by  the  same  birds  in  a wild  state. 

During  the  last  week  of  May,  1014,  1 visited  the  Game  Farm  of 
the  New  .Jersey  Game  Commission,  whose  lands  border  on  Barnegat 
Bay,  near  Forked  River,  and  saw  fully  four  hundred  (400)  quail 
that  had  been  raised  last  year  in  semi-captivity  in  the  same  manner 
as  had  those  I saw  in  Massachusetts  been  raised.  On  the  New  Jersey 
Game  Farm  T saw  several  thousand  Ring-Neck  Pheasants  in  their 
pens.  In  both  of  these  places  I asked  the  keeper  in  charge  certain 
questions  regarding  the  trouble  incurred  in  rearing  these  birds 
and  what  they  expected  to  do  during  the  coming  year,  etc.  In 
the  matter  of  expense  my  answers  were  direct  and  to  the  point.  In 
the  matter  of  expectations  the  answers  were  so  evasive  as  to  satisfy 
me  that  even  those  who  had  been  successful  last  year  were  doubtful 
regarding  the  outcome  of  their  efforts  this  year,  also  satisfying  me 
that  this  effort  to  raise  quail  in  semi-captivity  is  most  uncertain, 
while  the  expense  connected  with  that  effort  is  extreme.  During  the 
month  of  July  last  I again  visited  the  New  Jersey  Game  Farm  and 
learned  that  several  thousand  of  their  young  Ring-Neck  Pheasants 
had  died,  the  result,  as  the  keeper  said,  of  eating  “rose  bugs”.  I 
found  the  supply  of  young  quail  limited.  The  keeper  also  told  me 
he  had  just  returned  from  a visit  to  the  Game  Farm  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  where  almost  the  entire  lot  of  young  birds  produced, 
either  quail  or  ring-neck  pheasants,  had  died,  apparently  from  the 
same  trouble  that  had  caused  the  loss  on  the  New  Jersey  Farm. 
He  said,  “We  are  losing  many  birds  every  day  and  if  I had  my  way 
I would  at  once  release  the  whole  bunch.  I believe  they  would  do 
better  if  allowed  to  roam  at  will  and  know  we  would  not  be  able  to 
count  the  dead  as  we  do  now.” 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I believe  that  through  the 
method  recommended  in  my  last  report  to  you,  the  passage  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  Game  Commission  to  lease 
hunting  privileges  on  certain  farm  lands  in  Pennsylvania  whereon 
quail  shall  be  given  increased  protection  through  the  killing  of  vermin 
of  various  kinds,  the  feeding  the  birds  when  necessity  requires,  and 
help  in  other  ways,  a far  greater  number  of  these  birds  can  be  pro- 
duced for  the  same  outlay  of  cash  than  can  be  produced  on  a game 
farm.  I understand  this  idea  is  advocated  by  many  sportsmen  of  the 
State  and  believe  it  is  well  worthy  of  consideration. 
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In  the  matter  of  procuring  mature  game  birds,  such  as  Hungarian 
Quail  and  King-Necked  Pheasants  either  through  purchase  or  rear- 
ing to  fill  in  places  where  our  native  birds  have  been  exterminated 
I would  saj,  I have  many  letters  from  various  Game  Commissioners 
of  States  wherein  the  rearing  of  these  birds  has  been  attempted  upon 
game  farms;  I also  have  letters  from  many  individuals  both  in  and 
out  of  this  State  to  Avhoni  I wrote  for  information  regarding  this 
matter,  the  replies  received  so  differing  in  their  tenor  as  to  leave  me 
about  as  much  in  the  dark  regarding  the  possibility  of  these  birds, 
especially  the  King-Necked  Pheasant,  as  I was  at  the  beginning. 
From  the  Biological  Survey  at  Washington  I received  word  that  in 
but  a few  limited  locations  have  the  Ring-Necked  Pheasants  increased 
in  a wild  state  in  anything  like  a satisfactory  way.  In  Oregon  alone 
these  birds  appear  to  have  increased  to  a wonderful  degree,  in  that 
part  of  the  State  where  because  of  the  warmth  generated  by  the 
waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  snows  do  not  remain  upon  the  ground 
for  any  extended  period.  Outside  of  that  influence,  where  snows  pre- 
vail, these  birds  have  done  no  better  than  they  have  done  under  the 
same  conditions  in  other  States.  In  California  and  in  the  Genesee 
Valley  of  New  York  these  birds  appear  to  have  increased  to  a con- 
siderable extent.  Both  of  these  States  are  continually  releasing 
mature  birds,  and  the  birds  during  the  winter  months  feed  with  the 
chickens  around  the  farm  buildings.  In  New  Jersey  and  a few  other 
States  they  have  increased  to  a limited  extent,  feeding  in  the  same 
way,  but  I have  heard  of  no  place  in  Pennsylvania  where  they  have 
increased  in  a wild  state,  even  though  given  special  care  during  the 
winter  months.  Nowhere  in  the  United  States  do  the  Hungarian 
Quail  appear  to  have  increased  to  any  degree.  In  many  sections 
where  they  were  released  they  have  entirely  disappeared,  no  reason 
being  given  for  such  disappearance.  Reports  received  regarding  the 
possibility  of  raising  the  Ring-Necked  Pheasant  in  captivity  and 
the  cost  of  such  effort  vary  greatly,  the  expense  being  estimated  from 
$2.00  per  pair  to  five  or  more  dollars  per  pair.  Some  reports  declare 
these  birds  are  hard  to  rear;  some  say  they  are  reared  easily;  some 
say  they  are  “budders”,  the  majority  say  they  are  strictly  ground 
feeders,  and  not  “budders”.  Some  say  these  birds  roost  in  trees, 
the  greater  majority  assert  that  they  roost  strictly  upon  the  ground, 
and  I have  noticed  that  in  the  various  enclosures  I have  visited 
where  Ring-Necked  Pheasants  were  held  in  captivity  that  nothing  had 
been  done  toward  erecting  roosts  for  these  birds.  There  were  no  trees 
or  other  high  places  upon  which  they  could  rest  safely  from  night 
prowlers. 
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I recently  saw  a letter  written  by  one  of  the  greatest  producers  of 
Ring-Necked  Pheasants  in  America,  who  writing  to  a friend  of  mine 
regarding  this  matter  said: 

“First  year:  Bright  prospects. 

Second  year:  Not  so  good. 

Third  year:  Down  and  out.” 

I am  informed  that  the  Game  Commission  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
has  spent  fully  a million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00)  in  attempting  to 
stock  that  State  with  Ring-Necked  Pheasants,  that  they  have  failed 
utterly  in  this  effort,  and  that  the  Game  Farm  of  Illinois  can  be 
pui’ehased  to-day  for  less  than  10%  of  its  cost. 

I present  the  letters  received  touching  upon  these  various  subjects 
to  you  for  consideration. 

I have  visited  rabbit  warrens  and  duck  farms,  both  of  which 
places  I learned  are  liable  to  disease,  and  I am  satisfied  that  if  for 
any  reason  you  decide  that  our  game  supply  of  either  birds  or  animals 
shall  be  increased  through  the  introduction  of  foreign  species  that  it 
will  be  cheaper  to  purchase  mature  game,  either  birds  or  animals, 
than  to  attempt  to  raise  the  same  on  a farm  in  this  State.  I believe 
that  the  method  already  adopted  by  the  Game  Commission  of  Penn- 
sylvania through  which  addtional  protection  is  accorded  to  game  of 
all  kinds  upon  lands  owned  by  the  Forestry  Department  of  this  Com- 
monwealth under  the  control  of  the  Game  Commission  is  the  direct 
solution  of  this  problem,  in  so  far  as  game  is  concerned  that  can  be 
raised  in  the  wild  woods.  In  the  matter  of  quail,  we  must  resort 
to  some  other  method.  I believe  that  a Game  Preserve  or  sanctuary 
such  as  we  now  have  created  in  six  counties  of  the  State  should  be 
established  in  every  county  wherein  the  State  owns  sufficient  land 
that  could  be  adapted  to  this  purpose.  Game  of  all  kinds  found 
naturally  in'the  wild  woods  has  increased  to  a marked  degree  within 
the  limits  of  these  sanctuaries,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  not  only 
should  these  preserves  already  established  be  maintained,  but  that 
new  preserves  should  be  located  wherever  that  is  possible.  T believe 
the  sportsmen  of  the  State  should  help  the  Department  of  Forestry 
in  every  possible  way  to  secure  additional  lands  that  might  be  used 
for  this  purpose. 


ELK. 

For  your  information  I desire  to  say,  our  experiment  regarding 
the  re-establishment  of  elk  in  a wild  state  in  this  State  is,  to  my  mind, 
proving  successful.  Elk,  as  you  know,  are  inclined  to  feed  upon  grass 
or  soft  fodder  such  as  growing  grain  or  corn  rather  than  to  browse 
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upon  twigs  or  hard  growth  such  as  deer  prefer.  This  disposition  has 
brought  some  complaints  regarding  injury  to  growing  crops  to  our 
attention.  The  elk  introduced  appear  to  be  increasing,  some  four  or 
more  calves  were  reported  as  born  last  year,  and  fully  twice  that 
number  have  been  reported  as  seen  this  year.  A cow  elk  shot  and 
killed  by  a farmer  in  his  grain  field  in  Centre  County  during  the 
spring  just  passed  was  found  to  be  with  calf.  T have  heard  of  a 
number  of  small  elk  this  year.  Up  to  this  time  we  have  had  reported 
the  killing  of  seven  elk  in  violation  of  law.  Reports  of  injury  done 
by  these  animals  were  so  earnestly  made  during  last  spring  that  I 
was  compelled  to  take  the  position  that  while  the  law  said  elk  should 
not  be  killed  in  Pennsylvania  for  a series  of  years  and  that  they  were 
under  the  exact  line  of  protection  accorded  to  deer  in  this  State, 
which  forbade  the  running  of  these  animals  by  dogs  or  the  shooting 
of  these  animals  except  a gun  propelling  one  bullet  or  ball  at  a single 
discharge,  1 considered  that  this  law  was  intended  only  to  protect 
elk  and  deer  when  they  were  in  their  proper  place,  and  that  I thought 
any  man,  farmer  or  otherwise,  had  a right  to  protect  his  property 
and  would  be  justified  in  using  such  methods  as  were  necessary  to 
drive  elk  from  his  fields  and  keep  them  out,  even  to  the  use  of  a dog 
or  shotgun,  so  long  as  no  permanent  injury  was  inflicted  upon  the 
animals. 

1 have  caused  the  investigation  of  conditions  of  this  character  as 
reported,  in  several  sections  of  the  State  regarding  deer,  and  in 
many  instances  found  said  reports  to  be  well  founded.  Near  Alexan- 
dria, Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  we  found  that  a herd  of  ten  or  more 
deer  had  been  in  the  habit  of  feeding  night  after  night  in  an  orchard, 
to  the  very  serious  injury  of  the  trees  therein.  Hundreds  of  these 
trees  had  been  torn  and  mutilated  by  the  deer,  almost  the  entire  new 
growth  of  this  year  had  been  eaten  off  down  to  the  growth  of  last 
year.  Many  of  the  trees  were  killed;  fully  a thousand  trees  in  this 
orchard  were  injured. 

We  have  found  several  fields  of  buckwheat  and  oats  seriously  in- 
jured by  deer  and  wild  turkeys  and  I think  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  Game  Commission  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  a contingent 
fund  from  which  the  several  claims  for  damages  of  this  kind  can  be 
adjusted.  In  Vermont  and  other  States  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  kill  whole  herds  of  deer  that  were  destroying  property  in  this 
way. 

CLOSING  OF  COUNTIES. 

Up  to  this  time  nine  (9)  counties  of  the  State, — Fayette,  Somerset, 
Westmoreland,  Cambria,  Jefferson,  Clarion,  Forest,  and  Warren  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  Chester  County  in  the  eastern  part 
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of  the  State,- — have  been  closed  to  the  killing  of  deer  for  a term  of 
years  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  April  29th,  1913;  so  that 
no  time  be  lost  in  this  matter  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  not 
one  cent  of  the  moneys  realized  from  the  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses 
was  available  at  this  time,  I proceeded  to  the  purchase  of  deer  for 
release  in  several  of  these  counties,  and  secured  on  time  from  the 
Mosser  Preserve  in  Clearfield  County,  through  Col.  H.  C.  Trexler, 
of  Allentown,  Pa.,  ninety-eight  (98)  deer,  which  were  released  in 
Fayette,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Westmoreland,  and  Jefferson  counties, 
leaving  four  counties  to  be  supplied  with  deer  as  quickly  as  possible. 
We  are  certainly  under  obligations  to  Col.  Trexler  for  his  kindness 
in  this  matter  and  there  should  be  no  delay  in  presenting  the  appro- 
priation bill  to  the  next  Legislature  for  that  purpose,  also  including 
in  this  bill  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  for  such  other  animals  and 
birds  as  may  be  procured  this  winter  and  to  supply  a supply  of  food 
for  the  feeding  of  birds  should  the  winter  prove  severe. 

FEEDING  OF  GAME  AND  BIRDS. 

In  the  matter  of  feeding  birds  last  winter  I desire  to  say,  because 
of  deep  snows  the  birds  were  forced  to  face  extreme  hardship,  many 
of  them  dying  from  starvation,  many  demands  and  requests  for  help 
in  feeding  birds  were  received  at  this  office.  Because  of  the  scarcity 
of  money  at  my  command  I was  compelled  to  take  a positive  position 
in  this  matter.  In  the  first  place,  I held  that  every  cent  at  our  com- 
mand should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  grain  that  could  be  placed 
by  our  officers  and  friends  of  the  birds  without  cost  to  the  State.  I 
found  many  more  men  volunteering  for  this  work  than  I could  supply 
with  grain.  In  many  instances  sportsmen  supplied  the  food  as 
well  as  giving  their  time  in  placing  the  food,  and  but  two  bills  were 
presented  for  pay  for  placing  food  for  the  birds.  Both  claims  I was 
compelled  to  deny  for  two  reasons:  first,  because  under  the  wording 
of  our  Appropriation  Bill  I have  the  right  to  use  our  contingent  fund 
only  in  cases  where  the  work  was  ordered  in  writing  from  this  office, 
which  was  not  the  case  in  either  of  these  instances,  and  second,  be- 
cause I had  no  money  at  my  command  from  which  these  claims  could 
be  paid.  I also  ruled  that  as  the  fund  from  which  in  all  likelihood 
this  food  would  be  purchased  had  been  raised  through  the  Resident 
Hunters’  Licenses  that  this  money  belonged  to  sportsmen  and 
that  I had  no  authority  to  spend  one  cent  of  this  fund  except  to  the 
benefit  of  sportsmen.  If  the  birds  to  be  fed  were  located  upon  lands 
absolutely  closed  to  all  hunting  we  would  feed  fhem,  feeling  that  the 
increase  secured  would  overflow  into  the  surrounding  section  to  the 
benefit  of  sportsmen,  just  as  it  overflows  from  our  sanctuaries.  If 
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the  land  was  entirely  open  to  hunters,  not  posted  in  any  way,  we 
would  teed  the  birds,  but  if  the  land  was  posted,  and  the  one  posting 
it  either  hunted  thereon  himself  or  permitted  his  friends  to  hunt 
thereon,  then  we  would  not  supply  the  feed  for  biids  to  be  killed  by 
men  who  in  no  way  contributed  to  this  fund.  We  have  most  certainly 
had  our  troubles  regarding  this  matter.  The  feeding  of  our  game 
birds  during  severe  winter  weather  is  to  my  mind  a most  important 
feature  of  our  work,  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  our  paid  officers  to 
attend  to  this  as  far  as  possible,  to  locate  the  birds  before  snow 
comes,  if  that  can  be  done,  and  to  care  for  the  birds  during  the  winter. 

WORK  DONE. 

We  have  during  the  present  year  called  in  the  commissions  of 
many  of  our  special  officers;  those  who  for  any  cause  appeared  to  be 
out  of  touch  with  the  work  and  the  office,  many  of  these  men  had  done 
nothing  for  years  and  made  no  report  to  the  office,  some  were  using 
their  commissions  for  personal  profit  rather  than  for  game  protection, 
some  were  conducting  themselves  in  various  ways  reflecting  upon  this 
office,  such  commissions  all  being  recalled. 

I had  occasion  to  suspend  one  of  our  paid  officers,  giving  him  the 
opportunity  to  deny  the  charges  against  him  before  dismissal.  We 
have  in  our  employ  several  ex-soldiers  of  the  War  with  Spain,  also 
several  ex-State  Policemen,  good  men  each  one.  I have  found  that  it 
takes  many  months  if  not  years  to  train  competent  officers,  to  teach 
discretion  and  good  judgment,  and  to  have  them  learn  that  a violation 
of  the  Game  Laws  is  not  a felony,  to  have  them  understand  that  we 
would  much  prefer  to  have  several  really  guilty  men  escape  rather 
than  to  kill  or  wound  one  who  might  be  attempting  to  evade  arrest. 
The  training  of  new  men  is  not  a pleasant  task,  and  I therefore  am 
more  than  willing  to  accept  the  service  of  a man  already  educated  to 
his  task.  Many  men  appear  to  think  a commission  with  salary  at- 
tachment is  all  that  is  needed.  I have  to  my  sorrow  found  this  to  be 
a mistake.  We  have  at  this  time  twenty-three  (23)  paid  Game  Pro- 
tectors and  about  four  hundred  (400)  Special  Deputy  Game  Pro- 
tectors, the  last  named  list  varying  from  day  to  day. 

BOUNTIES. 

I desire  at  this  time  to  call  your  attention  to  a condition  that 
should  also  be  remedied  and  refer  to  the  act  requiring  counties  to 
pay  the  bounty  on  noxious  animals.  As  the  law  now  stands,  County 
Commissioners  are  required  to  pay  this  bounty  from  county  funds 
and  to  await  a return  of  whatever  amount  may  be  paid  out  by  them 
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until  the  next  Legislature  makes  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  claim, 
while  the  money  paid  in  through  the  Resident  Hunters’  License  Law 
for  this  purpose  remains  unused  in  the  State  Treasury.  While  this 
is  the  law  and  the  Superior  Court  has  ruled  that  this  must  be  done, 
many  of  the  counties  are  short  of  funds  and  to  meet  these  demands 
would  be  compelled  to  borrow  money.  The  County  Commissioners 
object  to  doing  this,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  condition  should  be  cor- 
rected in  such  manner  as  will  permit  the  Auditor  General  to  make 
return  to  counties  as  quickly  as  possible  after  claims  of  this  character 
are  presented  in  proper  form. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  penalties  imposed  by  law  for  securing, 
or  attempting  to  secure,  a bounty  through  fraud  in  this  State,  I am 
satisfied  that  much  deception  has  been  practiced  regarding  this  matter 
and  that  many  dollars  were  fraudulently  taken  from  the  bounty  fund 
that  should  not  have  been  paid.  It  seems,  too,  that  many  individ- 
uals authorized  to  take  affidavits  for  bounties  at  this  time  appear 
to  think  it  their  right  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  from  applicants 
for  bounties.  In  many  instances,  instead  of  joining  several  claims  in 
one  certificate  they  draft  a separate  and  distinct  affidavit  for  each 
pelt  or  skin  presented  for  examination,  and  charge  in  each  case  the 
highest  fee  permitted- by  law,  to  the  great  disgust  and  discourage- 
ment of  the  one  who  has  spent  his  time  and  energy  in  destroying- 
vermin.  Many  of  these  men  taking  affidavits  do  not  know  one  wild 
animal  from  another  and  are,  therefore,  easily  imposed  upon.  I 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  law  relating  to  bounties  be  amend- 
ed, first,  by  striking  out  of  the  several  birds  for  the  killing  of  which 
bounty  is  now  paid,  because  many  of  our  predatory  birds  are  in 
reality  more  beneficial  than  harmful,  and  but  few  men  can  tell  the 
species  of  bird  before  it  is  killed.  Secondly,  by  providing  a new 
method  through  which  the  claim  for  bounty  for  predatory  animals 
named  in  the  Act  may  be  established.  If  the  Game  Commission  was 
authorized  to  appoint  fifty  (50)  Game  Protectors  instead  of  twenty 
(20)  as  at  present,  and  these  men  were  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  bounties,  each  of  these  men  to  receive  a 
salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  instead  of  seventy-five  dollars  as  at  the 
present  time,  with  traveling  expenses  in  like  amount,  the  same  to 
be  actually  expended  in  the  line  of  duty,  returned  under  oath,  with  re- 
ceipts as  now  required  of  our  officers  for  such  amounts  as  are  ex- 
pended. It  seems  to  me  much  fraud  would  be  prevented  and  a saving 
secured  that  would  fully  equal,  if  not  exceed,  the  increase  of  salary 
over  that  paid  at  this  time.  These  protectors  could  take  affidavits 
whenever  presented,  in  their  daily  travels,  they  could  advertise  to 
be  at  certain  points  in  each  county  once  or  twice  each  year  to  re- 
ceive claims  for  bounties,  and  being  salaried,  their  services  could 
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well  be  rendered  without  charge  to  claimants  for  bounties,  in  this 
way  encouraging  those  who  expend  their  time  and  energies  in  pur- 
suit of  vermin,  and  unquestionably  preventing  the  presentation  of 
fraudulent  claims,  or  punishing  those  who  may  make  such  fraudulent 
claims.  The  duty  of  the  Game  Protectors  then  would  be  to  enforce 
the  Game  Laws,  to  locate  and  feed  game  and  wild  birds  during  se- 
vere winter  weather,  to  destroy  vermin  as  at  the  present  time,  and  as 
experts  to  pass  upon  all  claims  made  for  bounties  in  this  Common- 
wealth in  this  way  rendering  invaluable  service  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  fully  earning  the  salary  allotted  to  them,  for  I firmly 
believe  that  protection  accorded  through  the  destruction  of  vermin 
means  more  to  the  wild  bird  life  of  the  State  than  does  protection 
from  harm  at  the  hands  of  men. 

SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  GAME. 

We  have  to  the  credit  of  Game  Protection  and  Purchase  and  In- 
crease a large  sum  in  the  State  Treasury,  aggregating  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $275,000.00.  Some  of  this  fund  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Resident  Hunters’  License  Act  through  which  it  was  collected 
is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  game  of  various  kinds  for  distri- 
bution in  various  sections  of  the  State,  and  for  the  feeding  of  game 
during  severe  winter  weather,  and  1 have  been  planning  for  some  time 
to  secure  as  much  of  this  game  as  possible  in  the  very  near  future, 
because  to  have  game  of  any  kind,  either  birds  or  animals,  increase 
during  the  present  year  it  will  be  imperative  to  have  such  game  re- 
leased in  this  State  before  the  coining  of  Spring.  Many  of  our  game 
birds,  especially  turkeys  and  quail,  must  be  fed.  To  do  these  things 
requires  money,  and  there  should  at  once  be  introduced  in  the  Legis- 
lature an  Exigency  Appropriation  Bill  devoting  to  this  purpose  at 
least  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20,000)  of  the  moneys  now  held  in 
the  State  Treasury  for  Hie  use  of  the  Game  Commission. 


CONDITIONS  RELATIVE  TO  RABBITS. 

A careful  examination  of  the  desires  of  sportsmen  satisfies  me  that 
far  more  men  enjoy  hunting  for  rabbits  than  hunt  for  any  other 
species  of  game  found  in  this  State,  and  I believe  if  rabbits  were 
more  plentiful  less  men  would  hunt  for  birds. 

Tt  is  beyond  doubt  the  disposition  of  the  rabbit  as  well  as  the  deer 
to  feed  and  exercise  during  the  twilight  hours  and  the  night-time 
rather  than  during  daylight. 

It  appears  that  the  majority  of  the  rabbits  killed  in  the  open  fields 
or  forests  during  the  daytime  are  male  rabbits,  while  the  majority  of 
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those  taken  from  holes  in  the  ground,  hollow  logs,  etc.,  are  female 
rabbits,  this  condition  indicating  that  the  female  rabbit,  the  one 
upon  which  we  must  depend  for  our  increase  of  game  of  this  kind 
hides  away  during  daylight  hours  and  that  any  and  all  methods 
through  which  rabbits  may  be  taken  from  sanctuaries,  or  may  be 
killed  during  the  night-time,  cannot  be  anything  but  destructive 
to  these  animals,  and  a menace  to  the  sport  of  the  majority  of  hunters 
in  this  State,  and  I now  call  attention  to  the  various  objectionable 
methods  of  taking  these  animals  that  to  my  mind  must  be  eliminated 
if  we  hope  to  continue  rabbit  hunting,  and  all  these  methods  look  alike 
to  me,  each  one  tending  as  much  as  the  other  to  exterminate  the  rabbit, 
and  the  number  of  rabbits  taken  through  the  use  of  guns  is  nothing 
as  compared  with  the  number  taken  in  other  ways,  and  give  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Vermin,  including  the  fox,  the  weasel,  the  skunk,  the  house-cat, 
the  crow,  hawks,  and  owls. 

Snares  of  various  kinds,  the  box  trap,  and  especially  small  steel 
traps  set  ostensibly  for  vermin  or  furbearing  animals  in  the  mouth  of 
every  woodchuck  hole  or  other  opening  in  the  ground  that  can  be 
found,  and  the  shooting  of  rabbits  through  the  use  of  automobile 
lights,  which  while  forbidden,  is  still  indulged  in. 

It  does  not  seem  fair  or  reasonable  to  have  the  law  specify  that 
men  may  not  take  a rabbit  they  may  actually  need  for  food  and  then 
stand  idly  by  and  permit  vermin  to  destroy  the  rabbit  the  man  may 
not  take.  It  does  not  seem  just  or  reasonable  to  fix  a short  period 
when  sportsmen  may  legally  take  rabbits  through  the  use  of  guns  and 
then  stand  idly  by  while  men  with  traps  of  various  makes  and  snares 
destroy  the' breeders  that  have  escaped  the  various  kinds  of  vermin, 
and  it  is  surely  not  fair  to  permit  the  man  who  may  happen  to  own  or 
operate  an  automobile  to  clean  up  the  breeders  as  he  surely  does 
through  night  shooting.  These  are  all  serious  questions  for  rabbit 
hunters. 


CONDITIONS  RELATIVE  TO  BLACKBIRDS. 

I also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  complaints  have 
come  to  us  during  the  past  two  years  regarding  the  effect  of  the  law 
giving  protection  to  blackbirds  except  when  caught  in  the  act  of 
committing  certain  specific  depredations.  These  birds  when  they 
begin  to  flock  about  the  middle  of  August  do  untold  harm  to  corn 
in  the  milk,  tearing  open  the  end  of  the  ear,  thus  admitting  water 
and  causing  the  whole  ear  to  sour.  Again,  where  these  birds  congre- 
gate as  they  do  to  roost,  in  towns,  parks,  churchyards,  etc.,  they 
through  their  droppings  make  it,  to  say  the  least,  unwise  to  go  near 
them,  and  T believe  the  harm  they  do  in  these  several  ways  fully 
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equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  good  they  may  do  through  the  de- 
struction of  insects.  I know  from  experience  that  the  purple  grackle 
is  almost  as  great  a destroyer  of  eggs  and  young  of  small  birds  as  is 
the  crow,  and  something  should  be  done  to  remedy  these  conditions. 
People  should  be  given  the  light  to  protect  their  person  and  their 
property  without  incurring  possible  prosecution. 

CONDITIONS  RELATIVE  TO  USUALLY  UNPROTECTED  BIRDS 

AND  ANIMALS. 

The  purpose  of  the  close  season  is  to  give  game  of  various  kinds 
rest  and  peace  during  that  time;  law-abiding  citizens  obey  these 
provisions,  while  those  disposed  to  do  as  they  please,  under  the  guise 
of  hunting  for  some  bird  or  animal  not  protected,  go  iuto  the  woods 
and  frequently  kill  such  game  as  they  find,  especially  before  the 
season  opens.  I believe,  therefore,  it  would  be  well  to  declare  the 
month  of  October  closed  to  all  hunting  in  this  State,  through  this 
action  taking  from  would-be  violators  all  reason  for  being  in  the 
woods  at  that  time. 

DEER  AND  BEAR  KILLED. 

According  to  reports  received  I feel  certain  that  at  least  one 
thousand  (1,000)  legal  bucks  were  killed  in  Pennsylvania  during  the 
season  just  past,  and  that  there  were  about  twelve  (12)  illegal  bucks, 
or  baby  deer,  killed  with  horns  less  than  two  inches  above  the  hair, 
with  fifty-three  (53)  does  reported  killed. 

According  to  reports  received  to  date  there  were  at  least  three 
hundred  and  seventy-one  (371)  bear  killed  in  Pennsylvania  during  the 
season  just  closed. 

ACCIDENTS. 

I regret  to  say  that  1 have  reports  of  thirty-one  (31)  men  killed  and 
ninety-five  (05)  men  wounded  in  hunting  accidents  in  Pennsylvania 
during  the  past  season.  Only  one  man  is  reputed  to  have  been  killed 
in  mistake  for  a deer,  and  under  the  present  law  controlling  the 
killing  of  deer  I cannot  understand  how  such  accident  could  occur. 

SUMMARY. 

To  summarize,  game  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  exception  of  quail, 
seems  to  have  done  well  during  the  past  year. 

The  deer  released  in  the  several  counties  that  have  been  closed 
to  the  hunting  of  deer  appear  to  be  doing  well. 
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The  effort  to  raise  game  in  captivity  in  various  sections  upon  what 
are  known  as  Game  Farms  does  not  appear  to  have  been  rewarded 
by  the  desired  or  expected  measure  of  success,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  our  method  of  raising  game  in  its  wild  state  upon  sanctuaries 
whereon  additional  protection  is  accorded  through  the  extermination 
of  vermin  and  in  other  ways  is  the  true  solution  of.  this  problem,  and 
our  preserves  of  this  character  should  be  increased. 

J believe  that  for  various  reasons  that  hunting  is  a National  ne- 
cessity, that  because  this  is  so  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  supply 
to  the  fullest  extent  possible  lands  whereon  men  may  hunt  without 
running  up  against'  trespass  notices,  and  also  to  supply  game  of 
various  kinds  to  be  hunted. 

I believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  bring  hunting  as  near  to  the 
home  of  the  sportsmen  as  is  possible.  How  this  is  to  be  accomplished 
is  an  open  question. 

I believe  our  laws  relative  to  hunting  should  be  fair  and  reasonable 
and  uniform,  and  that  sentiment  should  not  be  given  undue  considera- 
tion in  matters  of  this  kind. 

I believe  that  sportsmen  are  better  fitted  to  draft  game  laws  than 
are  scientists,  or  any  other  class  of  men.  Sportsmen  in  Pennsylvania 
to-day  are  not  paupers ; they  are  supplying  the  money  through  which 
protection  is  given  not  only  to  game,  but  also  to  song  and  insectivor- 
ous birds,  and  the  sportsmen's  ideas  should  be  given  consideration 
in  matters  of  this  character. 

I believe,  it  would  be  well  to  amend  our  bounty  laws  by  striking 
out  the  names  of  various  birds  for  the  killing  of  which  a reward  is 
now  offered,  and  also  to  place  the  issue  of  certificates  for  bounty  in 
the  hands  of  some  one  qualified  to  determine  beyond  doubt  the  species 
of  animal  upon  which  bounty  is  claimed.  This  duty  could  well  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  our  paid  Game  Protectors,  if  that  force  was 
increased  to  fifty  men  as  I suggest.  Men  attempting  to  secure  boun- 
ties through  fraud  would  be  caught  and  punished,  many  dollars  now 
wasted  would  be  properly  applied,  the  individual  destroying  vermin 
would  receive  the  full  reward  intended  by  those  drafting  the  hour  ty 
law  and  would  be  greatly  encouraged  to  continue  his  good  work.  It 
seems  to  me  but  little  hardship  would  be  imposed  by  this  method  on 
claimants  for  the  bounty. 

I believe  much  small  game,  especially  rabbits,  would  be  saved  if 
the  placing  of  steel  traps  and  box  traps  were  in  some  way  restricted. 

I feel  that  individuals  and  communities  should  be  given  the  right 
to  remove  blackbirds  when  for  any  cause  they  become  a nuisance. 

A speedy  appropriation  is  imperative  if  we  hope  to  either  feed  our 
game  during  coming  snows  or  to  purchase  game  before  it  is  too  late 
to  reap  benefits  of  increase  from  such  game  for  this  year. 
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You  will  notice  from  an  inspection  of  the  financial  statement  below 
that  we  have  in  all  things  and  at  all  times  worked  within  the  pre- 
scribed limits  of  our  appropriation  and  have  made  return  to  the  State 
through  fines  and  penalties  of  a large  portion  of  the  moneys  allotted 
to  our  use  during  the  past  year. 


THIRD  QUARTER,  DEO.  1ST,  1913,  TO  FEB.  28TH,  1914. 

DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter,  $3,665  89 

To  warrant  on  appropriation,  4,375  00 

To  penalties  and  fees  collected, 2,820  23 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold, 8 25 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  . . 26  00 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses  and 

tags,  2 10 

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  license,  1 00 

To  proceeds  of  special  license, 1 00 

To  proceeds  of  non-resident  hunting  li- 
censes,   9 75 


$10,909  22 


CR. 

By  expenses  for  quarter, $5,786  06 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury, 2,868  33  8,654  39 


Balance, $2,254  83 


FOURTH  QUARTER,  MAR.  1ST  TO  MAY  31ST,  1914. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter,  $2,254  83 

To  warrant  on  appropriation,  4,375  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  1,426  94 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold, 17  75 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  . . 17  00 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  ....  4 00 

To  proceeds  of  special  licenses, 2 00 

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  licenses, 2 00 

To  salary  advanced  and  returned, 75  00 


$8,174  52 
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OR. 

By  expenses  for  quarter,  $5,399  09 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury, 1,469  69  6,868  78 


Balance, $1,305  74 


FIRST  QUARTER,  SECOND  YEAR,  JUNE  1ST  TO  AUG.  31ST, 

1914. 

DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter,  

To  warrant  on  appropriation 

To  salary  advanced  and  returned 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold, 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermist  licenses, 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses, 

To  proceeds  of  special  licenses, 

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  license, 


$1,305  74 
4,375  00 
75  00 
1,748  04 
54  50 
15  00 
5 00 
2 00 

1 00  $7,581  28 


CR. 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  $3,683  82 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury, 1,805  54  5,489  36 


Balance, $2,091  92 


SECOND  QUARTER,  SECOND  YEAR,  SEPT.  1ST  TO  NOV.  30TH, 

1914. 

DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter, $2,091  92 

To  warrant  on  appropriation, 4,375  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected, 2,056  80 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold, 118  00 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermist  certificate,  . . 132  00 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  ....  5 00 

To  proceeds  of  special  license, 1 00 


$8,779  72 
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CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $2,312  80 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  4,854  82  7,167  62 

Balance, $1,612  10 


PRESERVE  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

THIRD  QUARTER,  DEC.  1st,  1913,  TO  FEB.  28TH,  1914. 

DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, $678  06 

To  warrant  on  appropriation, 1,875  00  $2,553  06 


CR. 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  $1,385  97  1,385  97 

Balance, $1,167  09 


FOURTH  QUARTER,  MAR.  1ST  TO  MAY  31ST,  1914. 

DR. 

By  expenses  advanced  and  returned,  ....  $100  00 

By  balance  from  last  quarter, 1,167  09  $1,267  09 


CR. 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  $1,094  34  1,094  34 

Balance, $173  75 
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FIRST  QUARTER,  SECOND  YEAR,  JUNE  1ST  TO  AUG.  31ST, 

1914. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, 

To  warrant  on  appropriation,  

$173  75 

1,875  00  $2,048  75 

CR. 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  

$1,369  25  1,369  25 

Balance, 

$679  50 

SECOND  QUARTER,  SECOND  YEAR,  SEPT.  1ST  TO  NOV.  30TH, 

1914. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, 

To  warrant  on  appropriation, 

$679  50 

1,875  00  $2,554  50 

CR. 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  

$1,708  89  1,708  89 

Balance, 

$845  61 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 
Secretary. 
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